PHIL 100
Fall 2018/Spring 2019

Introduction to Philo

Instructor: Karen Brown
E-mail: klbrown@uvic.ca
Office: Clearihue B 314
Office Hours:  Wednesdays
1:30-3:00

and by appointment

Course Description

The aim of this course is to get you involved in the activity of philosophy. We will spend our time
thinking about some of life’s big questions, working to understand how some great thinkers have tried
to answer them and critically examining our own answers to them. What is the nature of reality? Is it
something we can have knowledge of? Does God exist? Can we justify our beliefs? What are minds?
What is consciousness? What makes something morally right or wrong? How ought we to live? What
(if anything) makes it true that you are the same person today that you were yesterday? Do human
beings have free will? What makes a life meaningful? s life absurd?

We will approach all of these questions philosophically. That means we will remain open to reason,
articulating the questions and the answers as clearly and carefully as we can and critically assessing
the answers we have with an eye to finding more satisfying responses.

Texts
Available in the campus book store:

Daniel C. Dennett. Elbow Room: The Varieties of Free Will Worth Wanting. MIT Press.
2015.

John Perry.


mailto:klbrown@uvic.ca
http://coursespaces.uvic.ca
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Course Work

First Term Second Term

Three Writing Assignments 2.5,5,5 % Three Writing Assignments 5% each
Exam One 7.5% Exam Four 15%
Exam Two 10% Exam Five 10%
Exam Three 15% Exam Six 15%

Writing Assighments

Each writing assignment is designed to give you an opportunity to engage with the course material
while developing particular, essential philosophical skills. For each one we will have an in-class
workshop to prepare you to tackle the assignment.

Specific instructions for each assignment will be posted on the CourseSpaces page. It is very
important to read and follow those instructions. Each assignment will have specific criteria which must
be met to receive credit.

It is best to do the writing assignments on the basis of your own reading of the text and our class
discussion of related ideas. If you choose to consult any other sources and use any quotations,
phrases or ideas that you did not come up with on your own, you must cite your sources. See the note
on Academic Integrity below.

These writing assignments are very short papers (ranging from 250 to 600 words), but they must still
be typed, correctly spelled, grammatically correct and clear.

Writing assignments are due at the start of class. If you have a legitimate reason for handing your
written assignment in late, send me an email message briefly explaining your reason. Unexcused late
writing assignments will not be accepted.

Exams

These will be in-class exams covering material from the readings, lectures and class discussion. They
will be a combination of short answer questions and essay questions.

Missed Exams

If you miss an exam due to a documented illness or accident, contact me immediately to schedule a
make-up exam.

Missed Classes
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Grading
Grades for the course will be assigned using the UVIC Undergraduate Grading Scale:

Percentage Grade
90 - 100 A+ A+, A, or A- is earned by work which is technically superior, shows mastery of
85 -89 A the subject matter, and in the case of an A+ offers original insight and/or goes
beyond course expectations.
80 -84 A-

B+, B, or B- is earned by work that indicates good comprehension of the
77 - 79 B+ course material, good command of the skills needed to work with it, and full
73-76 B engagement with the course requirements_ an_d activities. A B+ represents a
07 5 more complex understanding and/or application.

C+ or C is earned by work that indicates an adequate comprehension of the
65 - 69 Ct course material and the skills needed to work with the course material and that
indicates the student has met the basic requirements for completing assigned
work and/or participating in class activities.

60 - 64 C

D is earned by work that indicates minimal command of the course materials
and/or minimal participation in class activities that is worthy of course credit
toward the degree.

50 - 59 D

Below 50 | Nor F | N indicates that the course requirements were not completed.

Academic Integrity

The University Policy on Academic Integrity (covering plagiarism, multiple submission, unauthorized
use of an editor, falsifying materials, cheating and aiding others to cheat) will be enforced in this
course. You are responsible for familiarizing yourself with the policy. You can find it online in the UVIC
Calendar at https://web.uvic.ca/calendar2018-09/undergrad/info/regulations/academic-integrity.html#

Course Schedule
Any changes to this schedule will be announced in class and posted on the CourseSpaces page.

First Term
W 9/5 Introduction
Logic
For7 The Logic Café, Chapter 1, Tutorials 1 and 2
T9/11 continued
! W 9/12 logic practice
The Self
F9/14 Perry A Dialogue On Personal Identity And Immortality, The First Night
T9/18 Workshop for Writing Assignment 1
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The Self continued

W 9/19 Writing Assignment 1 due in class
Perry A Dialogue On Personal Identity And Immortality, The Second Nighttity Al
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W 11/7 Epicurus Letter to Menoeceus
Kagan Is Death Bad for You?

! F 11/9 Bentham An Introduction to the Principles of Morals and Legislation,
Chapters One and Four

Reading Break 11/12 — 11/14 No Classes

Ethics continued

F11/16 Mill from Utilitarianism, Chapter Two

T11/20 continued

W 11/21 The Trolley Problem (video)

F 11/23 Workshop for Writing Assignment 3

T 11/27 Writing Assignment Three due in class

Aristotle Nicomachean Ethics, Book Il

W 11/28 continued
F 11/30 Saul Feminism and Respect for Cultures
T 12/4 Review

W 12/5 EXAM THREE

Second Term

Knowledge and Reality

T 1/8 Plato Meno
W 1/9 continued
F1/11 Plato Phaedo
! T1/15 Russell The World of Universals
W 1/16 Descartes Meditations on First Philosophy, Meditation One
F 1/18 Descartes Meditations on First Philosophy, Meditation Two
T 1/22 continued
W 1/23 Descartes Meditations on First Philosophy, Meditations Three through Six
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